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La République Unie de
Tanzanie pour le poste de

Kufuor

Yves Niviraqgira

La Tanzanie a été élu a la présidence
de I'Union Africaine. C’est donc le prési-
dent Jakaya Kikwete qui a succédé le
président John Kufuor.

C’est seul aujourd’hui que la candida-
ture de la République Unie de la Tanza-
nie pour le poste de président de I'Union
Africaine (UA), position actuellement
occupée par le président ghanéen, John
Agyekum Kufuor, a été confirmée. La
présidence de 'UA est également été
convoitée par 'Egypte, qui a jouit du
soutien des pays de I'Afrique du Nord.
En effet, trois pays du Maghreb, la
Libye, l'Algérie et 'Egypte contribuent
plus de la moitié du budget de 'UA et
certaines sources disaient que ces pays
ont voulu ce poste afin de maintenir leur
influence au sein des pays afticains. Par
contre, la Tanzanie a été soutenue par
les pays de I'Afrique de 'Est auxquels le
tour de la présidence arrive. « llya
beaucoup de pays, mais je ne sais pas
exactement le nombre, de 'Afrique de
FEst et du Sud qui soutiennent la Tanza-
nie », a dit 'analyste de la politique tan-
zanienne le Dr Yitiha avant I'élection. Le
gouvernement soudanais, quant a lui, a
retiré sa candidature avant I'élection
peut étre a cause des accusations ré-
pétées concernant son role dans la crise
du Darfour. Les négociations des chefs
d’état et de gouvernement pour rem-
placer M. John Kufuor n’etaient pas du
tout faciles, car il a fallu prendre en con-
sidération les six régions géographiques
de I'Afrique, les candidatures aux postes
de président de la Commission de 'UA
et d’autres commissaires pour que toute
I'Afrique soit représentée dans ses
hautes institutions. Le nouveau prési-
dent de 'UA déterminera le futur et
lavancement de certains dossiers trés
délicats, notamment le processus vers
le gouvernement d’union, la position de
'Assemble Générale sur le rapport de
laudit des peuples, les droits des
femmes et d’autres.

Africa’s industrial
development dominate

opening ceremony talk

African Union chairperson Alpha Oumar
Konare addressing African presidents at the
United Nations conference hall yesterday.
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Hatina Shambamuto

The theme of "industrial development" for Af-
rica resonated through the opening speeches
of the Summit of the African Union in Addis
Ababa. The outgoing chairman of the African
Union, John Kufuor, stressed that the indus-
trial development of the continent is and
should remain the cardinal objective of the
African Union. He urged the assembly to take
seriously the recommendations of the African
Union audit in working towards the adoption of
the New Partnership for Africa's Development
(NEPAD) and integrating it into the structures
of the African Union.

The audit report was praised by the Chairper-
son of the Commission of the African Union,
Alpha Konare, who will be handing over the
chairpersonship to at this summit. Alpha
Konare said that if the proposals made by the
report were implemented, it would give the
African Union the "keys" it needed in order to
set and move the agenda of industrial devel-
opment forward.

Konare said that while the African Union faces
and continues to grapple with the challenges
of conflict and climatic change among other
things, it should not allow itself to be drowned
in these issues only. He stressed an urgent
need for the AU to work towards evolving Af-
rica into a continent that not only exports raw
materials. Konare reiterated the need for Af-
rica's oil reserves not to be exploited to the
point where Africa was left with a structural
deficit. (Continued on P7)
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Dialogue vital for Kenyan
stability, advise leaders

Rehema Kahurananga

Peace, stability and progress were
common themes in the speeches
given at the opening session of the
African Union’s 10th Ordinary

Session of the Assembly.

Hard to ignore was the attention
given to the situation in Kenya as
mentioned in each of the addresses
by the African Union (AU) Com-
mission’s President, Alpha
Konaré; Secretary General of the
League of Arab States, Amre
Moussa; former Japanese Premier,
Yoshiro Mori; UN Secretary Gen-
eral Ban Ki Moon and AU Charr,
President John Kufuor.

Usually lauded as an example of
stability and development to other
African nations, the references
made to Kenya during the opening
of the Assembly reflected a deep
urgency for the crisis to be re-
solved primarily through dialogue,
and hope that peace will once
again return to the East African

country.

During his address, Konaré re-
ferred to the crisis as one of the
continent’s “burning issues” citing
mmplications, including potential
ethnic cleansing and even geno-
cide. But he was ardent that dia-
logue was the first line of media-
tion and applauded the steps made
by former UN Secretary General
Kofi Annan and his delegation, as
did President Kufuor.

Referring to the developments in
Kenya as “alarming”, Ban Ki
Moon, who 1s scheduled to travel
to Kenya this week, strongly reiter-
ated the necessity of President Ki-
baki and opposition leader Raila
Odinga coming to an agreement
because of the rising humanitarian
crisis, and he urged Africans to
fully support Kofi Annan’s efforts.
In response to the humanitarian
problems, Japan offered its support
of $4.1 million through UNICEF
and the World Food Programme.

In line with this year’s Summut
theme of Industrialisation in Af-
rica, it was noted that peace and
security affect the continent’s abil-
ity to develop. Crisis in any coun-
try in Africa will ultimately have
mmplications on the rest.

In attendance was President Ki-
baki, who flew in yesterday mormn-
g to join his delegation, includ-
g Foreign Minister Moses
Wetang’ula. Asked about a prob-
able way forward for Kenya, peace
mediator and retired Ambassador,
Bethuel Kiplagat, said: “We have
paid enough. The only prescription
1s dialogue; put issues on the table
to enable us to move forward. Let
them come out with a solution that
1s a win-win, not a lose-win situa-
tion for the sake of Kenya, for the
sake of finding a solution that
could lead to healing, forgiveness
and restitution to secure the future
for the younger generation.”

Africa faces energy,
environment threats

Yazeed Kamaldien

Africa’s natural resources will run dry and
global warming will have devastating ef-
fects on the continent, warned African Un-
ion chairperson Alpha Oumar Konare and
United Nations (UN) secretary-general Ban
Ki Moon respectively at a summit of African
presidents yesterday.

Among the audience at the UN conference
hall in Addis Ababa were respected and
controversial leaders alike. South African
President Thabo Mbeki sat a chair away
from Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir.
Sitting between these two leaders, who
have been strengthening their relations,
was South Africa’s foreign affairs minister,
Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma.

Algeria’s President Abdel Aziz Bouteflika
sat two chairs apart from Zimbabwe’s
President Robert Mugabe. And Libya’s
President Muammar Gadaffi stayed only
for Konare’s opening speech, exiting when
League of Arab States secretary-general
Amr Moussa took to the podium.

The meeting was the tenth annual assem-
bly of African heads of state forming the
African Union. The latter is a body which
aims to strengthen ties on the continent as
well as resolve conflicts.

Konare said that African states must indus-
trialise alongside sustainable development
strategies to not “exhaust” its natural re-
sources.

“Everybody is saying Africa has a lot of oil
and gas. No. Africa has less than ten per-
cent of oil and gas resources of the world.
If we don’t have a strategy we will exhaust
our reserves. We need to realise our conti-
nent has energy problems to face. If Africa
had the same level of consumption as oth-
ers we'd be importing (resources)... oil and
gas would be exhausted,” said Konare.

He also told the African leaders that they
should start working on the creation of new
energy sources.

“Many countries are working on nuclear
energy. Why don’t we establish an African
atomic energy agency? Why don’t we have
an African space programme? These are
not dreams but ambitions,” said Konare.

Ki Moon said he arrived at the summit
fresh from Rwanda “where the international
community learnt a painful lesson”. He said
that “global warming is creating emergen-
cies around the world. We need to tackle
these changes”. (Continued on P7)
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Konaré prét pour sa succession

Gérard Guedegbe

Partira, partira pas les rumeurs sur
la volonté de I'actuel président de
la commission de 'union africaine
ont été des plus virulentes ces der-
hiers jours. Ces rumeurs
évoquaient un scénario acro-
batique qui permettra a Alpha Ou-
mar Konaré de rester encore a son
poste pour les six prochains mois.
Mais lors de son discours, a I'ou-
verture du dixieme sommet des
chefs d’Etats de I'Union Africaine
(UA), le président de la commis-
sion de TUA a balayé du revers de
la main toutes ces rumeurs et a
affirmer sa détermination de partir
et de promouvoir l'alternance au
sommet de linstitution panafri-
caine.

Selon lui la complexité de la situa

tion actuelle qui aurait pu étre géré
autrement mérite d'étre traitée sans
délai afin que I'union ne s’installe

pas dans une crise. S'adressant
aux chefs d’Etats a ce propos, il dit
-« Il me parait souhaitable que
votre Assemblée élise ici méme un
houveau président de la commis-
sion ».

Cette déclaration n'est que la sub-
stance de ce que pensent tout bas
la plupart des participants : que la
hon élection d'un nouveau patron
de la commission constituera un
précédent grave pour I'édification
d'une institution panafricaine re-
marquable. Pour le Président de

TUA, sa succession s’inscrit dans la

logique de la transition amorcée
par les chefs d’Etat africains au

sein de 'Union et dont les bases
ont été jetées a Accra en juillet
2007.

Ainsi ajoutera Président Konaré, le
houveau président de la commis

sion pourra participer activement a
la houvelle réforme qui devra se
focaliser sur 'achévement des
transformations institutionnelles et
une gouvernance renforcée. Tout
ceci pour faire de la commission,
un véritable exécutif. Ainsi, pourrait
on dire, le débat pour la succession
de Konaré tire a sa fin avec le proc-
essus d'élection d'un nouveau
président qui est pdle position des
débats des chefs d’'Etat.

‘AU and UN must strengthen partnerships’

Nebivu Yonas

On the occasion of the opening of
the tenth African Union summuit,
Mr. Ban Ki Moon, Secretary Gen-
eral of the United Nations (UN)
said, “Close partnerships are crucial
for addressing the continent’s peace
and security challenges. The UN
and the AU have a long standing
and fruitful collaboration in this
field.”

The collaboration between the UN
and the African Union (AU) en-
tered a historic new phase with the
transfer of the authority from the
African Union Mission in Sudan to
the UN-AU Hybrnid Mission in Dar-
fur, or UNAMID. Mr. Ban Ki

Moon also said, “This is unprece-
dented joint operation and it reflects

our shared determination to end the
tragedy m Darfur once and for all.”
He further stated that the AU and
the UN are working closely to-
gether to bring a negotiated settle-
ment to the Darfur crisis, and to
support the long-term economic
development of the region.

The UN, together with the AU and
other partners, 1s working hard to
support implementation of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement
and the broader peace process in
Sudan. Continued collaboration
between these two inter-

governmental bodies has also been
attempted in the resolution of other

conflicts on the continent, such as
in the eastern part of the Democ-
ratic Republic of the Congo, in
Northern Uganda and in Somalia.

The Ten Year Capacity-building
Program for the African Union be-
came an important umbrella for
AU-UN cooperation across a wide
range of sectors. Under this capac-
ity-building framework, coordi-
nated support is being developed
for African peace and security. Ef-
forts have also been made in media-
tion and conflict prevention.
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Peace, security and the African Union

Rehema Kahurananga

Dr. Monica Kathina Juma from
Kenya is a candidate for the Com-
missioner of the Peace and Secu-
rity Council to the AU. With an ex-
tensive background in matters of
peace and security in Africa, Dr.

Juma is currently the Executive Di- ™

rector of the Africa Policy Institute.

What were your thoughts when
you found out you had been
nominated for election as the AU
Commissioner in charge of
Peace and Security?

| was honoured and also surprised
about my nhomination. I've been
involved in the Peace and Security
Council architecture during the
transition from the OAU to the AU.
There has been a push in Africa for
women to be involved in leader-
ship. In Kenya, where | am from, it
has been a bit of a slow process to
have many women in leadership,
which is why it was a good surprise
to find out about my nomination.
Getting the nomination was an affir-
mation of something new. Peace
and security are really prerequisites
for all other things.

You have a background in is-
sues of peace and security espe-
cially within the Greater Horn of
Africa region. What is your opin-
ion about the current situation in
Kenya?

Itis very, very hurtful to be honest
and there is a feeling of despera-
tion. The crisis has demonstrated
the urgency of ensuring the optimal
of an operation of the Peace and
Security Council organs; for exam-
ple, setting up a fully functional
early warning system. There is a
sense of frustration from the people
oh the ground in Kenya that not

Monica Juma
(left)
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enough is happening at the deci-
sion-making level to resolve the
crisis. There is also a heed for track
two and three level diplomacy.

What changes would you like to
implement if you were elected as
the Commissioner?

The last seven years have seen a
considerable level of progress re-
garding the development of a hor-
mative framework, and there is still
more to be done. However, if
elected, my tenure would focus on
landing these policies. It would be a
term of reflection on progress made
and lessons learnt.

It would also be a time to focus to-
wards the future in terms, of say,
the continent’'s resources and the
nexus between security and re-
sources. | will also focus on provid-
ing space for African people to get
fully involved in the provision of
their security. As | stated earlier,
track one diplomacy doesn't deliver
peace on its own. In the case of
Burundi, for instance, there was a
big difference between the initial
Peace Accord draft document and
the document at the time of signing
after input from women. | also be-
lieve thatin Africa we are sitting on
the sharp end of a spear the youth.
We urgently need ways to encour-
age them to take part in the proc-
ess of peace and development.

| would also like to have a robust
capacity at the Commission in or-
der to successfully implement the
objectives of the African Union be-
cause we have a large agenda as it
relates to peace and security.

In what ways do you feel ordi-
nary African citizens can “feel”
the impact of the Peace and Se-
curity Council (PSC)?

The AU is not conceived of as an
operational agency. The idea is for
it to have the architecture that con-
tributes to the right environment. As
| said before, peace and security is
linked to other affairs including po-
litical, economic and social. Itis
true that there are those who don't
understand what the AU is about,
but that does not render it useless.

Which of your accomplishments
do you feel are most significant?

My contribution in terms of crafting
the base documents in the creation
of the PSC including the Policy in
Post-Conflict Reconstruction and
Development and | am especially
interested in the process of guiding
countries coming out of conflict. It
is a process of recovery and not
simply stabilisation. More impor-
tantly, it speaks to the role of en-
gaging the African Union in the re-
construction and development of
countries emerging from conflict.

At the moment | am excited about
the efforts in mainstreaming gender
in the defence sector, say, in South
Africa, and it's something other Af-
rican countries are getting involved
with, for example Senegal and
Kenya.
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The plague of

conflict has two sides

Ephrem Melaku

The outgoing chairperson of the
African Union Commission Alpha
Oumar Konare, addressing the
tenth ordinary session of the as-
sembly of heads of states and gov-
ernment of the Africa Union which
resumed yesterday in Addis Ababa,
stated that the situation of conflict
in Africa has two faces.

According to him, as much as there
are signs of hope in some parts of
Africa there are places of huge
concern as well with regard to se-
curing peace.

Progress has been made in coun-
tries like Burundi, Togo, Ivory
Coast and Sierra Leone in main-
taining peace and security after a
period of conflict. However,

Konare noted with regret the crisis
in Kenya and the ongoing conflict in
Somalia. Refering to the situation in
Somalia, Konare paid tribute to the
Ugandan and Burundian troops
who he says are, alongside Ethiopi-
ans, “trying to help our brothers in
Somalia.”

“I would like to thank all our broth-
ers and leaders that they have
done everything so that we can
move the Darfur issue forward.”
says Konare talking of situation in
the Sudan. He seemed confident
that the United Nations will be able
to work in close cooperation with
Sudan on the Darfur issue.

Konare also talked of the contami-
hating nature of conflicts in Africa.

He stated that if situations in Cen-

tral African Republic and Chad are
hot stable, they could have a bear-
ing on what can be achieved in the
Sudan.

(Continued from P1) “African coun-
tries do not have a comprehensive
public health system and as a result
they can not cope whenever an epi-
demic or a disaster occurs. Currently
there are acute shortages of health
professionals, medicines, hospitals
and infrastructure to get sick people
to hospitals”.

Within the past five years, eight mil-
lion Africans have died every year
due to five preventable diseases and
health conditions: HIV/AIDS, Ma-
laria, Tuberculosis (TB), maternal
mortality and child mortality. This
amounts to 40 million people dying
unnecessarily over the last five years
- a humber equivalent to a medium-
sized country. “What is even more
heartrending is that with this rate,
smaller countries like Lesotho and

Swaziland could perish within five
years.”

Sankore says that this is the result of
the lack of and failure of an efficient
public health system on the conti-
nent. As a start to alleviating the
problem, the African Union (AU) has
adopted an African public health
strategy.

“The health ministers of African
countries adopted it in April last year
in South Africa and the Heads of
States were to have adopted it com-
pletely in June at the last summit but
they did not pay enough attention to
it because they were focusing on the
African integration plan.” Even
though they adopted the strategy,
States have not yet allotted the
money to finance the health plans
despite the pledge they made in
2001 to commit 15 percent of their
national budgets to health.

So far only Botswana and the Sey-
chelles have implemented the
pledge. Sankore’s worry is that the
transfer of seats at the AU Commis-
sion might further delay implementa-
tion of State commitments and obli-
gations. Yet the time, for Africa’s
people, is ticking.

(Continued from P2) “All our devel-
opment will be underestimated if
we do not consider the threats of
climate change. Africais particu-
larly vulnerable. I'm determined to
ensure that the UN delivers on its
climate change mandate, particu-
larly i Africa,” said Ki Moon.

He also said that this year would be
“crucial for AU-UN integration”,
since the two organisations already
has been involved in joint peace-
keeping efforts in conflict zones like
Darfur in Sudan.

“I and the entire UN system are
determined to work with you,” said

Ki Moon.

Konare meanwhile also called for

reform of the UN.

“We want the historical injustices
to be addressed. Our continent is
the only one without a permanent
seat on the (UN) Security Council.
We are under-represented on UN
governing boards. We have found a
nose-diving of our power at the

UN,” said Konare.
He called on the recently-elected Ki

Moon and leaders of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and the
World Bank to address imbalances
in “structural adjustment pro-
grammes which have stifled our
wealth”.

“These programmes have been dic-
tated and we no longer need them,”
said Konare.

Where to eat and make merry

in Addis Ababa...

Arcobaleno 011-371-32-57

Castelli 011-157-17-57

Pizza Deli Roma 011-551-12-04

Ristorante da Linda 011515-79-76

Bilo's Pastry 011-416-9667/68

Enrico’s Pastry 011-557-14-90

La Parisienne 011552-8820

Moka Harer 011-111-27-83

Buffet de la Gare 011-551-7888

Deep 011-552-0588

Panda 011-661-45-04
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World leaders meet at UN in Addis Ababa

UN secretary-general
Ban Ki Moon (top left);
inside the UN confer-
ence hall; Libyan
President Muammar
Gadaffi (bottom right);
Zimbabwean President
Robert Mugabe
(bottom left). PICS:
YAZEED KAMALDIEN

Who produces the AU
Monitor Daily?

Fahamu: Supports human rights and
social justice in Africa by supporting
social justice advocacy through the
innovative use of information and
communications technologies; stirnu-
lating debate, discussion and analysis,
distributing news and information;
developing tramming materials and run-
ning distance-learning courses. Info:
www.fahamu.org

AU Monitor: Aims to strengthen civil
soclety and citizen engagement with
the African Union and its organs in
the interest of promoting peace, jus-
tice, equity and accountability. The
AU Monitor 1s an initiative of Fahamu
and a section of Pambazuka News.
Info: www.aumonitor.org

Afroflag Youth Vision: Works for
youth empowerment and is committed
for strong partnership and solidarity
among African civil society organiza-

tions to contribute for the realisation
of “a people-driven African Union”.
Info: www.afroflag.org

TrustAfrica: African foundation
that promotes peace, economic
prosperity, and social justice
throughout the continent. Info:
www.trustafrica.org

Send any feedback on this newsletter
to hakima@fahamu.org
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