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Industrialisation changing the face of Africa

Industrialisation of
Africa is this
year's AU Summit
theme. It's chang-
ing the face of the
continent's cities,
as seen in Addis
Ababa (left).
African  govern-
ments must en-
able an environ-
ment for business
and industry by
improving infra-
structure, upgrad-
ing technologies.

Full story on P2.
PIC: BETE DAN

Kenya on the agenda

Rehema Kahurananga

Just over a month ago, millions of Kenyans
cast their votes in what has now become
the nation’s most infamous general elac-
tions. Within days, Kenya was making
headlines for all the wrong reasons: allega-
tions of a stolen election and accounts of
ethnic-based violence abounded.

As the situation worsened into the new
year, human rights defenders sprung into
action, calling a resolution to the stalemate
between President Kibaki and opposition

leader Raila Odinga. Attempts at negotia-
tion facilitated by Archbishop Desmond

Tutu, American Secretary of State for Afri-
can Affairs, Jendayi Frazer and Ghana’s
President Kufuor proved unsuccessful, still
leaving the two sides at loggerheads, and
thousands of Kenyans suffering.

A delegation representing a network of Civil
Society Organisations, the private sector
and individual Kenyans who make the
“Kenyans for Peace with Truth and Justice”

has come to Addis Ababa. (Cont. on P7)

Le rapport de I’Audit des peuples

Yves Niviragira
Au neuvieme sommet des

chefs d’états et de gouverne-

ments de I'Union Afri-

caine(UA), le Conseil Exécu-

tif a recommandé qu'il y ait
un audit de I'état de 'UA.
C’est dans ce cadre que le

Moniteur de 'Union Africaine

a invité les gens a donner
les opinions, contributions et
commentaires au Haut
Comité charge d’auditer
F'UA. Le Moniteur de TUA a
recu des recommandations

at suggestions sur 'état de
FUA et comment cette
derniére pourrait améliorer la
participation du peuple et la
société civile dans ses proc-
assus de prise de décisions.

(Suite P3)
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The AU Monitor
Daily is produced by
Fahamu and Afroflag
Youth Vision,

with support from
TrustAfrica, to
provide news,
information and
analysis during the
AU summit to policy-
makers, civil society
and citizens of Africa.
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Why the focus on African Industrialisation?

Nebiyu Yonas

Undoubtedly, industrial develop-
ment plays a significant role in
promoting socio-economic ad-
vancement in Africa, hence, the
theme of the 10th African Union
summit. As Kofi Annan, former
UN Secretary General, stated in
his message during African in-
dustrialization day on the 20th of
November, the challenge of
“going global” is, to a large ex-
tent, a matter of improving effec-
tiveness and competitiveness,
which depends on an environ-
ment of dynamic and stable
economies, solid export bases,
steady investment flows and,
above all, political stability.

Industrialization makes a valu-
able contribution to the allevia-
tion of poverty. It creates em-
ployment, raises productivity,

reduces exposure to risk, en

Reaching for the African sky the way to a sustainable future for the continent 1S to ensure
governments have infrastructure. This 1s the theme of this year's African Union Summit

hances the income-generating
potential of the poor and helps

to diversify export. International
trade is a key, and mutually re-

enforcing companion of industri-
alization.

African countries need to diver-
sify from long-standing trade
patterns, which rely heavily on
export of raw materials, semi-
processed goods and unskilled
labour. Greater emphasis on
higher value products and spe-
cialization can reap significant
rewards. However, market ac-
cess is critical for the success of
such an approach.

Governments can and must help
nurture comparative advantage
by creating an enabling environ-
ment for business and industry:
by improving infrastructure, up-
grading technologies, reducing

transaction costs, strengthening
governance and building up a
skilled and educated work force.

The mobilisation of skills, man-
power, technology and knowl-
edge requires carefully crafted
polices and systematic support,

be it domestic or international.

The role of economic and indus-
trial policy is crucial for Africans
in general. It is obvious that sus-
tainable industrial development
remains elusive in Africa. The
continent lags behind all other
regions in industrial growth and
employment creation. Over the
past 15 years, Africa’s share of
world industrial output has re-
mained stagnhant, at 1 percent.
Africans should strive to achieve
development goals as well as
compete and integrate into the
global economy.
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Les vrais enjeux du somment d’Addis Abeba

Gerard Guedegbe

Depuis quelques jours la capitale
éthiopienne vibre aux couleurs du
10& sommet des chefs d’'Etat et de
gouvernement de I'Union de Afri-
caine. Aprés le sommet d’Accra qui
a affiché au grand jour, les diver-
gences des dirigeants africains sur
la création du gouvernement de
'union, celui-ci se propose de
placer sous les feux de la rampe la
guestion de l'industrialisation du
Continent.

Une fagon pour 'UA de montrer
aux populations gqu'au-dela de la
guestion politique, qui les pas-
sionne certainemment plus, les
préoccupations liées au développe-
ment socio-économique des na-
tions sont également d’'une impor-
tance névralgique pour eux.

Mais, quand on voit de prés les
points inscrits a I'ordre du jour des
travaux de cette réunion des chefs
d'Etats africains, on se rend aisé-
ment compte que le théme prince

pal, a savoir : « Le développement
industriel de I'Afrique » sera, sans
nul doute, traitée en divers, tant le
enjeux politiques et sécuritaires
actuels sont aussi importants que
ceux de la rencontre d'Accra en
Juillet dernier.

En effet, le présent sommet verra
I'élection du remplagant de Alphar
Oumar Konaré au poste de prési-
dent de la commission de 'Union
Africaine. Il est clair que les cou-
lisses de cette élection seront agi-
tées par des tractions politiques
houleuses, puisque chaque partie
se battra pour I'élection du candidat
ou de la candidate de son choix.
Quoi de plus ‘normale’ car il s’agit
de mieux se positionner pour influ-
encer les décisions au plus haut
hiveau de l'institution panafricaine.

Aussi, les chefs d'Etats ne passe-
ront pas sous silence les questions
de sécurité de paix sur le continent
avec en péle position la crise

Kényanne et le Darfur. A ce niveau
également des débats passionnés
se profilent a I'horizon, avec pour
conséquence des consensus lents
qui rangeront certainement au
casier du subsidiaire, pour raison
de temps, la question vedette du
sommet : le développement indus-
triel de I'Afrique.

En jetant un coup d'ceil sur
lagenda officiel du sommet, on a
du mal a y voir les sujets qui seront
exclusivement dédiés au théeme du
sommet. Peut-étre, pourrons-nous
espérer gue lindustrialisation de
I'Afrique fera l'objet de débats au
cours de 'examen des différents
rapports, hotamment celui du
Président des Etats membres du
Nouveau partenariat pour le
Développement de I'Afrique
(NEPAD).

Toujours est-il que la question sera
peu débattue avec un ordre du
jour, tel que celui publié par 'Union
Africaine. (Suite P7)

(Suite de la P1) Parmis les Organi-
sations Non Gouvernementales
(ONG) et citoyens qui ont con-
tribué, on citerait la déclaration pré-
liminaire conjointe de la société
civile adressée au Haut Comite
chargé d'auditer 'UA, Iui recom-
mandant de faire de sorte que les
avis du peuples soient inclus dans
son dernier rapport.

Les ONG, la «Coalition for an Ef-
fective African Court on Human
and Peoples’ Rights», «Equality
Now» and «Solidality for African
Women's Coalition Rights», et
«Centre for Minority Rights Devel-

opment» ont respectivement com-
mente sur les droits humains, les
droits des femmes et les droits des
minorités. Il y a eu aussi 'opinion
des jeunes donné par Afrolfag
Youth Vision, une ONG basée en
Ethiopie ainsi que l'avis du
«Peoples’ Hurricane Relief Fund»
qui a insisté sur ce que la Diaspora
s'aftende de IUA.

Les contributions ont touché sur
léchec de 'UA dinclure beaucoup
plus le peuple et la société civile
dans ses processus de prise de
décisions. En effet, les débats con-
cernant le peuple africain prennent

souvent place aux seins des am-
bassadeurs, ministres des affaires
étrangéres et des chefs d’'états et
de gouvernements.

Le rapport du Haut Comite charge
d'auditer TUA va étre présenté du-
rant ce dixieme sommet 'Assemble
Générale. L’adoption de recom-
mandations par les dirigeants afri-
cains pour améliorer la participation
des citoyens africains quand il
s'agit de prendre des décisions sur
les sujets qui les concernent et
quoi affectent leurs vies est atten-
due par le peuple africain.
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(Continued from P1) The delega-
tion’s objective of putting the issue
of Kenya on the AU’s agenda. Ac-
cording to Ndung'u Wainaina, the
Executive Director of the Interna-
tional Centre for Policy and Con-
flict, there is a strong need for
Kenya to be addressed by the AU.
The KPTJ has approached the
PRC to aid in its objective. “Kenya
is facing a serious crisis and we do
hot see it as a Kenyan crisis only,
we see it as a regional crisis,” he
states. “We feel that Kenya's situa-
tion is an acid test case for the Afri-
can Union to see if it will act, spe-
cifically on Article 20 of the Peace
and Security Council Protocol.”

The response afforded the delega-
tion has been supportive, according
to Wainaina, and the likelihood of
an Extraordinary Session of the
African Commission of Human and
People’s Rights immediately after
the AU summit is very high. “We
want to see what the AU can do
within its own mandate.” In addition
,with its other activities, KPTJ will
be holding a panel discussion on
the afternoon of January 29th at
King's Hotel.

(Suite de la P3) Et pourtant, les or-
ganisations de la société civile ont
eu, pendant le pré-sommet a faire
des réflexions pertinentes et pro-
poser des recommandations poin-
tues pour un réel décollage industriel
du continent.

Mieux, les populations attendent
beaucoup plus de décisions con-
crétes pouvant avoir un impact im-
médiat sur leurs conditions de vie
socio-économique.

Les leaders doivent, & partir de ce
dixiéme sommet, marquer leur vo-
lonté a engager I'Afrique dans un
véritable processus de développe-
ment.

Et la question de la I'industrialisation
ne saurait échapper a cet engage-
ment.

Who’s running for
the AU Commission
chairperson spot?
PART ONE

Hatina Shambamuto

Dr. Inonge Mbikusita Lewanika is
described as a nationalist and Pan-
Africanist. She is amongst the favor-
ites in line for the position of African
Union Commission Chairperson. The
Zambian born Lewanika served as
special envoy of the President of the
Republic of Zambia. In that position,
she was involved in the Experts on
Gender Mainstreaming of the African
Union and was instrumental in en-
suring gender balance in the top
leadership of the African Union. She
is a strong advocate for the promo-
tion of girls’ education in the devel-
oping world and views education as
a key to solving the some of the is-
sues of equality and rights in Africa.
Dr. Lewanika is a former member of
Zambia’s parliament and has served
as Zambia’s Ambassador to the
United States.

Gabon’s Deputy Prime Minister,
Jean Ping is also seeking to succeed
Alpha Oumar Konare as Chairper-
son of the Commission of the African
Union. Mr. Ping is a career diplomat,
who has held various ministerial
level positions in Gabon. He headed
his country’s delegation at several
sessions of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, international confer-
ences and summits, which include
those of UNESCO, the World Bank,
the Organisation of African Unity, the
Non-Aligned Movement and the Or-
ganisation of the Islamic Confer-
ence. He has been in government
for thirty two years. His diplomatic
successes include his contribution to
the restoration of peace and stability
in Central Africa, specifically in the
Republic of Congo, Chad, the Cen-
tral African Republic and Sao Tome
and Principe.

Addis Ababa Distractions

CULTURE
Institute of Ethiopian studies

(museum)
011 1119469/011 1231068
Alliance Ethio francaise

0111550213

Brirtish council Piassa Artistic
0111550022 or

0111234767/68
[talian Cultural Institute

011 1113655/011 1553427
Russian center for science and
culture 0111551343

Galleries

Abesha art studio
0111233394
Abyssinia art gallery
0911213059

Asni gallery 0111238796
Gigi afro-asian design and fine
interiors

0115155588/0912200437
Makush gallery
0115526848/55

Dining. Ethiopian cuisine
Abasha Restaurant
011551-83-58

Addis Ababa Restaurant
011111-3513/011-156-61-57
Crown Hotel

011-439-14-44 439-1046
Enset Restaurant
011-416-86-91

Ensera Traditional Bar & restau-
rant 091-165-36-11

Fasika National restaurant
011-550-99-12
011-551-14-93
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Addis Ababa’s folk share their city

Ethiopia is home to the African
Union and its citizens are right
here to point out the highlights
of the place they call home.

Interviews and photos by
Yazeed Kamaldien.

¢ 4‘ ¥ .I_'.
Mesfin Negussie, hotel manager
(above): Think of Addis Ababa as
your home. We hope to satisfy
you before you return to your
country. We are hoping to open
many new hotels to meet the de-
mand of foreigners who visit.
Tourists like our climate and there
is also growth because there are
more conferences. Addis Ababa
has a pleasant atmosphere. Peo-
ple are coming to be charmed by
the pleasant people, hospitality
and traditional culture and dishes.

Bezawite Yilak, accounting
student (above): Welcome to our
country! There are so many
things that you can do while you
are here. We have so many tour-
ist sites. The weather and people
are cool in Addis Ababa. Our city
is very safe. Young people have
fun by playing football, going to
the movies or listening to some
live music.

Getasew Lisanework, tour guide
(above): Ethiopia has many at-
tractions and Addis Ababa is a
good city. There are so many his-
torical places to visit. There are
also many good restaurants.
Each night you can see cultural
dancing at the Crown Hotel.
There are 88 ethnicities in Ethio-
pia and they're all special.

Genet Tesfay,
unemployed
(left): You must
visit the Entoto
Museum. It
shows you
about Haile
Selassie. It has
all his things,
like his clothes,
hats and bed.

Who produces the AU
Monitor Daily?

Fahamu: Supports human rights and
social justice in Africa by supporting
social justice advocacy through the
innovative use of information and
communications technologies; stirnu-
lating debate, discussion and analysis,
distributing news and information;

developing tramming materials and run-

ning distance-learning courses. Info:
www.fahamu.org

AU Monitor: Aims to strengthen civil tions to contribute for the realiaation

soclety and citizen engagement with
the African Union and its organs in
the interest of promoting peace, jus-

tice, equity and accountability. The

AU Monitor is an initiative of Fahamu

and a section of Pambazuka News.
Info: www.aumonitor.org

Afroflag Youth Vision: Works for

youth empowerment and is committed

for strong partnership and solidarity
among African civil society organiza-

of “a people-driven African Union”.
Info: www.afroflag.org

TrustAfrica: African foundation
that promotes peace, economic
prosperity, and social justice

throughout the continent. Info:

www.trustafrica.org

Send any feedback on this newsletter
to hakima@fahamu.org
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