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Encore des
divergences au sujet
du gouvernement de

I'union

Gerard Guedegbe

Va-t-on réitérer le scénario d'Accra a
propos du gouvernement de 'Un-
ion? Tout porte a le croire avec la
couleur des débats qui ont lieu dans
la capitale éthiopienne, notamment
lors de la rencontre des ministres
des affaires étrangéres.

En effet, au cours de leurs fravaux,
les ministres africains ont examiné le
rapport du comité de leurs pairs mis
en place a cet effet. Au terme
d'apres discussions, les ministres
ont relevé quelques insuffisances
qui sont liées au manque d'appro-
fondissement de certaines questions
clés dudit rapport telles que la sou-
veraineté des Etats, le concept du
Gouvernement de I'Union et ses re-
lations avec les gouvernement ha-
tionaux. « Tout ceci ressemble a un
scénario abstrait que nous devons
approfondir et appliquer au niveau
hational avant d’envisager un gou-
vernement africain digne du homy, a
fait remarquer un ambassadeur de
la région ouest du continent, au sor-
tie de la rencontre du conseil exécu-
tif.

Et c'est justement ce que pensent
un certain nombre de ministres pour
qui la réalité d'un gouvernement de
'union passe d'abord par le ren-
forcement des blocs régionaux. |l
s'agit, selon eux, de permettre aux
institutions de s'épanouir pour deve-
nir de véritables espaces d'intégra-
tion des peuples et de valeurs part-
agées avant de fédérer tout ceci au
hiveau continental. (Suite P7)

African presidents arrive

South Africa’s President Thabo Mbeki (left) seated
next to a representative of the Sudanese govern-
ment Inside the AU conference hall yesterday A
host of African presidents arrived in Addis Ababa for
talks PIC YAZEED KAMALDIEN

Nebiyu Yonas

African presidents arrived yesterday in
Addis Ababa for the 10th African Union
summit. Other leaders still expected by
last night were President Muammar Gad-
dafi of Libya and the UN Secretary-
General, Ban Ki Moon.

The presidents are to review their commit-
ment to the concept of Africa’s union gov-
ernment. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki
Moon is expected to discuss issues
around the current United Nations and
African Union 9,000 member hybrid force
deployed in Darfur, Sudan. Troops lack
the necessary equipment and an effective
mandate though. Somalia is also on the
agenda as discussions ensued regarding
deploying thousands of African Union
troops to maintain peace there.

Desire Assogbavi, from the civil society or-
ganization Oxfam, said “it's a year now
and so far, only a couple of hundreds (of
troops) are present there. The UN must
support AU peace efforts”.

CORRECTION: AU Monitor Daily apologises
for a mistake in Tuesday’s reported news item
Kenyan opposition speaks out in Addis. At
Monday’s press conference, Professor
Anyan’g Nyong’o was introduced by Kenya’s
former ambassador to Ethiopia, Richard
Okwaro, and not Kenya’s current ambassador
to Ethiopia as mistakenly stated. We
apologise for this mistake.
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Yves Niyiragira

Les ministres des affaires
étrangéres ont décidé de
présenter le sujet d’élection du
président de la commission de
I'Union africaine (UA) aux chefs
d’états et de gouvernements
sans y faire de recommanda-
tions. L’élection des autres
commissaires a aussi été re-
portée par le Conseil Exécutif
en attendant les résultats des
élections du président et son
adjoint. L' Assemblée Générale
devra choisir entre Abdulai Os-
man Conteh de la Sierra Leone,
Inonge Mbikusita-Lewanika de
la Zambie et Jean Ping du Ga-
bon pour remplacer Président
Alpha Oumar Konaré. Il n’y a
eu ni de candidature de I Afri-
qgue du Nord ni de ' Afrique de
I'Est pour le poste de Konaré,
mais ces derniers jours ont vu
le retrait des candidatures du
Burundi, du Swaziland et de
I'lle Maurice.

Depuis 1963 il y a eu neuf se-
crétaires générales de I'Organi-
sation de I'Unité Africaine
(OUA) et un président de la
Commission de TUA. Sept d’en-
tre eux viennent de I' Afrique de
I'Ouest et sont tous franco-
phones. Deux camps, la franco-
phonie et 'anglophonie se font
voir au sein des états membres.
Le Burundi a retiré sa candida-
ture en faveur du Gabon: « Il y
a eu des consultations et nhous
avons décidé de soutenir le Ga-
bon », a dit la ministre burun-
daise des affaires étrangéres
Madame Antoinette Batumub-
wira.

Election reportée

Jean Ping (gauche) et Antoin-
ette Batumubwira (droite).
PHOTO: YVES NIYIRAGIRA

Cependant, le chemin est en-
core trés long pour trouver un
successeur pour Konaré. En ce
qui concerne l'influence
globale, M. Ping du Gabon a
des liens asiatiques et tient des
relations diplomatiques avec
certains pouvoirs émergents
comme la Chine. On rappelle-
rait aussi que Madame Mbi-
kusita-Lewanika est actuelle-
ment 'ambassadeur de la Zam-
bie aux Etats Unis d’Amérique.
L’élection dépendra des résul-
tats des compromis et négocia-
tions entre les six régions d’'Afri-
que qui avaient présenté leurs
candidatures ainsi que la posi-
tion des grandes puissances
africaines, comme I'Egypte, la
Libye, I'Afrique du Sud, le Nige-
ria, 'Algérie et le Ghana.

What happened at
the Nepad meeting?

Ephrem Melaku

The 18th summit of the New Partner-
ship for Africa’s Development
(NEPAD) Heads of State and Govern-
ments Implementation Committee
(HSGIC) began at the African Union
Commission (AUC) today.

The implementation of the thirteen rec-
ommendations that the Algiers summit
adopted on March 2007 was agreed
upon and will be implemented by
NEPAD and the AUC. Currently,
NEPAD functions somewhat semi-
autonomously. These recommenda-
tions are designed to build momentum
towards the unification of the organs of
the AU.

Further, the HSGIC has membership
that has not changed since 2003, the
time of its inception. Sources men-
tioned that the issue of rotation was on
today’s agenda. Other members of the
AU who are not members of the
HSGIC claim the right to be members
of the committee. A decision will be
reached regarding membership of
countries from all five regions of the
African Union for a mandate of two
years. The change is expected to be
made before the next summit.

The Heads of State and Governments
meeting is also said to have touched
upon matters of finance. NEPAD suf-
fers from financial constraints for its
programs and some countries are re-
portedly to have promised contribu-
tions. Indeed, the financing of NEPAD
has been subject to strong critic by
many observers as the organ relies
heavily on foreign aid. Zambia’s presi-
dent Yahya Jammeh is reputed to
have said: “People are sick and tired of
African beggars. Nobody will ever de-
velop your country for you. | am not
criticizing NEPAD, but the way it was
conceived to be dependent on beg-

ging.”
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Spanish delegation meets African Union leaders

Hatina Shambamuto

The outgoing chairperson of the
African Union Alpha Oumar
Konare, met with Spanish Minister
of Foreign Affairs yesterday. This
was the first official meeting and
visit to the African Union by a
Spanish government official.

Speaking to journalists after their
meeting, the minister affirmed his
country’s commitment to Africa by
pledging what he called an uncon-
ditional pledge of thirty million Eu-
ros.

Along with peacekeeping, an offer
to send 90 soldiers to Darfur and
two planes, the minister said that
this money will also be used to spe-
cifically target the advancement of

Spanish minister (lefty meets African Union
leader PIC HATINASHAMBAMUTO

the Spanish language on the conti-
nent. To aid this endeavour, some
of the money will be given to the
Academie Africaine Des Langues
in Bamako, Mali. The Spanish min-
ister said that Spain hopes to popu

larize its culture and language
thereby making Spanish more
popular in Africa. The minister also
pointed out that there is need for
promoting cooperation with African
countries in order to control immi-
gration outflows.

Spain is also reinforcing its diplo-
matic in missions Mali, Guinea Bis-
sau, Congo Brazzaville, Equatorial
Guinea and Morocco. Western Sa-
hara, a former Spanish colony, is
hot included in the meeting.

Other observers from several coun-
tries with interests in Africa are pre-
sent at the African Union this week,
among them China, the U.S and
the European Union.

AU peace and

Bethlehem Kiros

The Peace and Security Council
(PSC), deemed as the most active and
at the same time crucial body of the
AU considering the prevalence of con-
flicts on the continent, elected ten new
members from a total of fifteen during
the ongoing Ordinary Session of the
Executive council.

The ten newly appointed member
countries that have been chosen from
the five regions of the continent are
Burundi and Chad from Central Africa,
Rwanda and Uganda from Eastern
Africa, Tunisia from Northern Africa,
Swaziland and Zambia from Southern
Africa, Benin, Burkina Faso and Mali
from Western Africa.

The fact that some of the countries
particularly Chad and Uganda are
elected as members regardless of the
reality that their countries are currently
experiencing conflict and peace nego-
tiations has raised some eyebrows.

security council under scrutiny

Some have suggested that their neu-
trality may be in question. But Irungu
Houghton, Pan-African director at the
Oxfam says there are procedures to
negate such fear. “Having Chad and
Uganda on to the PSC is not necessar-
ily problematic or controversial, in the
sense that whenever the council meets
and they have to discuss the internal
matters of that country, that member
will be required to leave and abstain
from participating in the decision mak-
ing,” he says ‘it is a procedure they
have adopted in many cases before.”
For him the concern should rather be
whether or not the governments of the
member country came to power
through unconstitutionally means.
Delegates that participated in the elec-
tion noted that Senegal stood for elec-
tion as the eleventh country but with-
drew its candidacy of its own accord.

As with other elections within the AU,
political negotiations determine the

outcomes but the new members are
expected to boost the energy and ef-
fectiveness of the council by improving
its mechanisms and processes. One
element of the expected improvement,
mentioned by Desire Assogbavi of Ox-
fam, is the increased openness of the
council to non-state actors such as
“civil society and people that are di-
rectly affected by the conflicts.” Indeed,
the right of non-state actors to engage
the council is already provided by in
article 20 of the Protocol establishing
the PSC.

The council elects its 15 members on
the basis of two and three year terms
so that continuity is maintained.
Though all the 53 African countries
voted and the Executive council
elected them, these members are still
to be approved by the Heads of States
during the upcoming Assembly.
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America calls on Somalia PM to reach out to opposition

Hallelujah Lulie

The US assistant secretary of state
of African affairs Jendayi Frazer
said that she has high expectations
from the new Somali prime minister
and his cabinet in reaching out to
the opposition to fasten the recon-
ciliation process in Somalia.

Regarding the new administration,
which took power in November,
she said, “we have high expecta-
tion that they will work to reach out
the opposition”. Frazer said that the
new administration did not have
ehough time to deal with the prob-
lems of Somalia effectively and that
she hopes that it will be doing so in
the near future. In a press confer-
ence at the AU yesterday she said
that “positive developments are
happening in Somalia... deploy-
ment of the Burundian troops join-
ing the AMISOM (AU mission in
Somalia) making the total humber
of the peace keeping force in So-
malia to 2,500". She further said
that she hopes that other African
countries that pledged to send their
troops to Somalia will send their

troops to help the Ugandan and
Burundian troops already there.
The AU Peace and Security Coun-
cil said that the International Con-
tact Group (ICG) on Somalia had a
meeting yesterday morning dis-
cussing security issues in Somalia.

“It is just part of the efforts to sup-
port the Somali peace process,”
said a council talking head.

He also said that the group is work-
ing for the capacity building of the
transitional government in coopera-
tion with the UN Secretary-
General's special envoy to Soma-

US assistant secre-
tary of state of African
affairs Jendayi Frazer
(middle) talked on
Somali peace efforts
at the African Union
yesterday. PIC
YAZEED KAMALDIEN

lia. The AU believes that the oppor-
tunity has come to act decisively in
support of the peace process in
Somalia. The international contact
group on Somalia met in Addis
Ababa to review the political secu-
rity and humanitarian situation in
Somalia. It said that the need for all
Somalis to remain focused on the
transitional process leading to na-
tional elections in 2009 .The group
also welcomed the commitment of
Prime Minster Hussein to renew
TFG's efforts towards inclusive po-
litical dialogue with the opposition.

(suite de la Page 1) Une proposition
que pense partager certains obser-
vateurs présents a Addis Abeba. « Il
nous parait prématuré de parler d’'un
gouvernement de I'union a ce sommet
parce que I'environnement socio-
politique actuel du continent est encore
en défaveur d'un tel chantier ». Pour
ce politologue chercheur Belge, 'es-
sentiel est de retenir le principe d’'un
gouvernement continental et de définir
un cadre institutionnel clair pour sa
mise en application.

Au terme de leur discussion, les minis-
tres ont préconisé une rencontre au
sommet de cing chefs d’Etats sous la
direction du président en exercice de
'Union, John Kufuor, pour définir le
cadre de discussion devant étre sou-
mis a 'Assemblée Générale des Chefs

d’Etats qui démarrent ce matin.
Les questions qui fachent

L’idée d’un gouvernement africain
n’est rejetée par aucun leader africain,
seulement la concrétisation d’'un tel
projet bute devant des questions qui
ne peuvent plus étre tabous. Il s’agit
d’abord et avant tout de la question de
souveraineté des Etats. Quelle part de
la souveraineté de chaque pays sera
sacrifiée au profit du gouvernement de
'Union? L’autre question non moins
importante est celle relative au format
type de gouvernement auquel aspire
les Etats africains et qui en sera le
leader. Ces mémes questions qui ont,
pourtant, dominés les débats entre les
dirigeants africains a Accra en juillet
dernier risquent d’encenser encore les
débats dés ce matin et au terminus,

l'accouchement d’'un gouvernement
africain sera reporté a une date
ultérieure.

Les leaders africains doivent faire
preuve de sacrifice et permettre enfin
au continent de faire des pas significa-
tifs vers le développement. Le rapport
commis pour réfléchir propose que le
gouvernement de I'Union puisse étre
déja concu comme un mécanisme
devant faire la coordination et I'har-
monisation de certains secteurs au
niveau continental et entre I'Afrique et
le reste du monde. Une telle idée est
noble mais a besoin d’'étre soutenu par
tous, sinon risque t-elle de subir le
méme sort que le Nouveau Partenariat
pour le Développement de I'Afrique
(NEPAD) qui décoit I'espoir de toute
une Afrique.
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Darfur women want AU pressure on Sudan
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SUDAN PEACE AND PRESSURE: Darfur women meet South African foreign affairs minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma to talk about
conflict resolutions (left); President Omar al-Bashir of Sudan at the African Union Summit yesterday (middle) and Sudan’s permanent
United Nations representative, Abdalmahmood Abdalhaleem. PICS YAZEED KAMALDIEN

Yazeed Kamaldien

Pressure the Sudanese government to
resolve the Darfur conflict and monitor
United Nations troops for sexual of-
fences, a delegation of Sudanese
women told leaders at the African Un-
ion Summit in Addis Ababa this week.

The steering committee of the African
Women Consultative on Darfur said
they had traveled to the summit to
“‘meet leaders who have influence on
our government”. The delegation in-
cluded Betty Achan, the agriculture
minister in the Government of south
Sudan’s (GoSS) parliament, and three
Darfuris. A fifth member represented
northern Sudan where the Khartoum-
based government has been accused
of pumping all its resources at the ex-
pense of other marginalized parts of
the country, allegedly leading to wide-
spread conflicts.

President Omar al-Bashir of Sudan
was at the African Union Summit yes-
terday but did not meet with the
women as they had already departed.
Abdalmahmood Abdalhaleem, the Su-
danese permanent representative at
the United Nations in New York, said
his government has “no difficulty” with
the women approaching the African
Union with their concerns.

“The Sudanese government declared a
ceasefire but rebels do not show up for
peace talks. These ladies need to
pressure the rebels to unify their posi-
tions. That would be their greatest pro

gress,” said Abdalhaleem.

The delegation met with foreign minis-
ters from various countries, including
China and South Africa. Achan said
that the “pain of the Darfur woman is
the pain of every Sudanese woman”.
She added that last year the GoSS
launched its Darfur Task Force to
“unite rebels and have one agenda”.
The GoSS is running semi-
autonomously from the national gov-
ernment following a 21-year civil war
for independence from the northern
leaders.

Achan also warned that UN troops in
Darfur should be watched as there
have been rape allegations against
those based in south Sudan. UN
troops based in various countries were
also accused of rape in recent months,
widely reported in global media.

“UN troops raped boys, girls and
women in south Sudan. When they
don’t have money for sex they abuse
young children,” said Achan.

Nawal Hassan, an activist from Nyala
in south Darfur, said the delegation
wants to ensure that “women are rep-
resented at the decision-making level
for peace in Sudan”.

“We are fed up of war. We want to be
involved in bringing peace to Darfur.
We have suffered the consequences of
this war and we want to talk to our
brothers who are fighting each other.

We want a future for our children. We
want peace and prosperous develop

ment. But we are also expecting oppo

sition in Sudan from parties who are
benefiting from our suffering,” said
Hassan, adding that Darfur’'s rebel
groups must “unite their agenda”.

“That way they can put more pressure
on our government. But now we have
26 rebel groups on the ground and
that’s creating divisions in the camps
(for internally displaced persons),” said
Hassan.

Mona Elshareif, from Geneina in west
Darfur, said they were “optimistic and
this is our starting point”.

“We are all very tired of the conflict.
Everybody knows that women and chil-
dren suffer in Darfur. People on the
ground don't see the politics. They just
see the trauma. We need to think
about the children. Our forum will work
with all women’s groups in Sudan,”
said Elshareif.

Femme Africa Solidarity, a non-
governmental organization headquar-
tered in New York and Senegal, as-
sisted the Sudanese delegation to at-
tend the summit. Its consultant,
Marema Toure, said their aim was to
create “dialogue and solidarity”.

Dismas Nkunda, chairperson of the
Darfur Consortium, a group of 60 civil
society groups worldwide, added that
his organization has “means of moni-
toring the UN troops in Darfur and we
will take them on if they commit sexual
offences”.
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Who Produces the AU Monitor Daily?

Fahamu: Fahamu supports human
rishts and social justice in Africa by
supporting social justice advocacy
through the innovative use of informa-
tion and communications technologies;
stimulating debate, discussion and
analysis, distributing news and infor-
mation; developing training materials
and running distance-leaming courses.
More info: www. fahamu.org

AU Monitor aims to strengthen
civil society and citizen engagement
with the African Union and its or-
gans in the interest of promoting

peace, justice, equity and account-
ability. The AU Monitor is an initia-
tive of Fahamu and a section of Pam-
bazuka News.

More info: www. aumonitor.org

Afroflag Youth Vision (AYV):works
for youth empowerment and advo-
cates for the inclusion of youth voices
at all levels. AYV is committed for
strong partnership and solidarity
among African civil society organiza-
tions to contribute for the realization
of “a people-driven African Union”.

More info: www. afroflag.org

TrustAfrica: is a new African
foundation that promotes
peace, economic prosperity,
and social justice throughout
the continent.

More info: www.trustafrica.org

Send any feedback on this
newsletter to

hakima@fahamu.org
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