PRESS RELEASE
The Protocol to The African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on The Establishment of An African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights (i.e. African Court Protocol) came into force on 25 January 2004. Presently, 24 out of the 53 member countries of the African Union have ratified the Protocol. Of this number, 9 West African Countries: Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Togo have ratified the African Court Protocol.
Since 2 July 2006 when the first 11 Judges of the Court were sworn in, the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights obtained temporary offices for the seat of the Court in Arusha, Tanzania in September 2007. The Court would be fully operational once its Rules of Procedure are complete and recruitment of officers of the Registry is concluded. Nevertheless, there is an urgent need for members of the legal profession to be knowledgeable about the Court and its role in the African Human rights framework.
Alliances for Africa (AfA) as the Communications Secretariat of the Coalition for an Effective African Court (CEAC) will be organising a practical hands-on workshop Understanding the African Court Protocol – A workshop for Judges and Lawyers in West Africa from the 9th – 12th April 2008 at Dennis Hotel, Abuja, Nigeria. 
The workshop aims to increase participants understanding of the African Court Protocol. The Speakers/Facilitators have varied experiences on International and Regional Courts and would be training on a range of topics including Jurisdiction of the African Court, independence of the Judiciary within the context of the African court, implications of the Merger of the African Court of Justice (ACJ) and the African Court and complementarity issues with national and other regional courts. Participants would be encouraged to share the experience gained in their respective organisations and countries.
The Coalition for an Effective African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights was established in March 2004 to advocate for an effective, efficient, independent and credible African Court on Human and Peoples Rights. Members include NGOs with an interest and commitment to the protection of human rights in Africa. Sub-regional activities are carried out by focal points in North Africa, West Africa, East Africa, Central Africa, and Portuguese-Speaking Africa. For more details, visit the website at www.africancourcoalition.org
Alliances for Africa (AfA) is an African-led international non-governmental human rights, peace and sustainable development organisation. For more information contact: Osai Ojigho – Programmes Officer (African Court Project), on +234 (0)1-7615407 or by email askus@africancourtcoalition.org Website: www.alliancesforafrica.org 
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