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PLAN OF ACTION ON THE FAMILY IN AFRICA

Questionnaire and Framework for reports on progress achieved by Member States towards the implementation of the AU Plan of Action on the Family

Background

The African family is the foundation of African society and a source of strength for guidance and support  to its members, with a wide circle of relatives on whom they can fall back in time of need.  Therefore, the family network is the prime mechanism for coping with social, economic and political adversity in the continent. It is also the principal focus for socialization and education of children and central to the process of human rights education.  As a result the family is at the centre of the dynamics which affect all societies.  However, over the years, the rapid political, social, and economic changes have transformed the structure and have had adverse effects on the African family.   The family has also been weighed down by a number of constraints such as the tremendous impact of HIV/AIDS, increasing poverty, civil strifes and conflicts and high unemployment, to name but a few.

With a view to addressing the challenges and problems facing  the family, the UN declared 1994 as the International Year of the Family (IYF).  Pursuant to that proclamation, the then OAU Assembly of Heads of State and Government  requested Member States to lend priority to the observance of the IYF and establish National Coordinating Committees for the year.  As a follow up to the IYF, the UN adopted a resolution to observe the tenth anniversary of IYF in 2004.  Consequently, the AU Executive Council adopted a Decision on the Tenth Anniversary of the IYF and mandated the AU Commission to elaborate a Plan of Action on the Family in Africa to constitute Africa’s contribution to the 10th Anniversary of IYF.   The Plan  of Action on the Family in Africa was adopted by the AU Assembly of Heads of State and Government in July 2004.

The main objective of the Plan of Action of the Family is to promote, formulate, implement and monitor policies and programmes to ensure the protection of and support to the African family so as to enable it play its vital role more effectively in the development of Africa. The Plan of Action is a framework to guide Member States in developing appropriate national structures, policies, programmes and capacities for responding to the challenges facing the family based on their specific requirements and needs as well as building linkages with other initiatives such as PRSPs and Millennium Development Goals. The priority areas identified in the Plan of Action include: Poverty alleviation, Rights to Social Services: Education, family health and reproductive health; Promoting environmental sustainability; Rights, duties and responsibilities; Rights of protection of the family; Strengthening of family relationships; Control of major causes of morbidity and mortality; and Ensuring peace and security.  The Plan of Action also provides follow-up, evaluation and monitoring guidelines for various stakeholders, including Member States, the RECs, the Civil Society Organizations, the AU Commission, and regional and international Organizations. 

This questionnaire has been designed based on the priority areas spelt out in the Plan of Action with a view to assessing progress made by Member States in implementing it.  It calls on each Member State to report on strategies put in place at national level to implement the priority areas and constraints encountered along the way. 

N.B:   The questionnaire is not exhaustive and Member States should feel free to bring forth their own experiences in terms of activities undertaken on the family in their countries.

QUESTIONNAIRE 

	COUNTRY NAME: 

MINISTRY IN CHARGE OF THE FAMILY: 

MAILING ADDRESS:

TEL AND FAX:

E-MAIL ADDRESS




The column for indicators in the questionnaire is non exhaustive and Member States are free to bring forth their own experiences in terms of actions/activities carried out.

The Result Rating Column is to indicate progress achieved so far in implementing the recommended overall strategy.  Please indicate in the Column:

1- Fully Implemented and Evaluated

2- Fully Implemented but not Evaluated

3- Partially Implemented

4- Not Implemented at all

	Priority Areas 
	Recommended Overall Action
	Indicators

(Non-Exhaustive)
	Briefly list Achievements, Constraints and other comments
	Results Rating

	1. Poverty Alleviation


	To develop national capacities to reduce overall poverty at the family level and increase the income per capita and GDP
	1. Percentage of budget allocated to health, education, nutrition, housing etc.

2. Percentage of GDP granted to social protection for the family;

3. Are issues of family included in the PRSPs of your country?

4. Existing policies and programmes to enhance the capacity of families and support them with income generating and micro credit schemes.
	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


	

	2. Rights to Social Services

a)  Education


	To remove all socio-cultural and economic barriers with a view to ensuring that quality education is accessible to all members of the family and to create favourable conditions for public and private investment in education. 


	1. Percentage of national budget allocated to education and adult literacy;

2. Existence of legislation on free primary education;

3. Percentage of primary enrolment rate particularly girls’ enrolment rate;

4. Rate of school drop-outs;

5. Existence of vocational training and development skills for the family and its members;

6.  Number of schools in the rural areas


	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	

	2.1 Rights to Social Services 

 b)  Family Health


	To invest more in the health sector and build national capacities as a way of ensuring quality health for all members of the family.
	1. Percentage of budget allocated to health;

2. Rate of maternal and infant mortality;

3. Percentage of existing health care centers within the country in urban and rural/remote areas;

4. Existence of programmes to educate families on health;

5. Existing immunization programmes for infants; and programmes to ensure implementation of Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 4: Reduce Child Mortality and 5: Improve maternal health;
6. Existence of qualified health personnel and training programmes for them on primary health care;

7. Rate of access and affordability of vaccines and essential drugs against major diseases


	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


	

	2.2 Rights to Social Services: 

      c) Reproductive Health


	To establish integrated reproductive health services in all health facilities/ centres at the local level and ensure they are accessible to families and their individual members irrespective of age

	1. Existence of a reproductive health policy;

2. Percentage of budget allocated to sexual and reproductive health including prevention and treatment of STIs and HIV/AIDS;
3. Existence of sensitization programmes against traditional harmful practices; on HIV/AIDS and Reproductive Health through Information, Education and Dissemination (IEC) for:
i) Communities; 

ii) In and out of school youth; 

iii) Vulnerable groups   including prostitutes 

4. Is sexual and reproductive health included in school curricula in your country?

5. Do family planning programmes exist in your country?

6.  Percentage of service providers trained in family planning and reproductive health


	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


	

	2.3 Rights to Social Services

     d) Families with Special Needs


	To integrate the needs and rights of families with special needs into the national policies and programmes.

	1. Existing legislation on social protection/social security for families in vulnerable situations and in need and their families;

2. Percentage of the budget allocated to vulnerable families in crisis;

3. Programmes such as vocational training to enable families become self-sufficient;

4. Existence of programmes and policies, including vocational training, to assist vulnerable and families in need and their members.


	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	

	3. Promoting Environmental Sustainability: 

a)  Environment


	 To develop institutional mechanisms for promoting sustainability of the environment.

	1. Existence of legislation and national programmes on protection and rehabilitation of the environment;

2. Rate of implementation of international environmental protocols and agreements - (particularly on climate change, global warming);

3. Existence of national and regional early warning systems for disaster management and preventive measures and number of disasters averted;

4.  Existence of environmental

     education programmes.


	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

	

	3.1 Promoting Environmental Sustainability: 

     b) Water and Sanitation


	To provide water and sanitation facilities and strengthen measures to promote access to clean and safe water in every home, or at reasonable distances.

	1. Percentage of the population in urban and rural/remote areas with access to safe water and proper sanitation systems;

2. Does the urban and rural planning in your country include access to water and sanitation systems?

3. Existence of community training programmes for families and its members on proper hygiene and management of water;

4. Existence of programmes on health and hygiene in school curricula
	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	

	3.2 Promoting Environmental Sustainability:

     c)  Nutrition and Food Security


	To ensure self-sufficiency in food supply at the national level and adequate food supplies for the families at the grassroots level.
	1. Existence of legislation to ensure food and nutritional security of the population;

2. Percentage of national budget allocated to agriculture and enhancing food security;

3. Percentage of malnourished and undernourished vulnerable families and their members;

4. Existence of programmes to educate and inform communities on adequate dietary habits and elimination of malnutrition;

5. Availability of agricultural extension workers to enhance the capacity of the community in agriculture 


	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	

	3.3 Promoting Environmental Sustainability: 

  d) Adequate Shelter


	To ensure that all families have access to decent and adequate shelter and establish appropriate schemes for affordable and appropriate housing.

	1. Existence of legislation on housing and shelter;

2. Percentage of families who do not own a home e.g families living on the streets;
3. Percentage of the population living in decent shelter; 

4. Existing policies to facilitate home ownership eg. Housing loans, micro finance systems;

5. Existence of infrastructure and facilities for housing in rural/ remote areas


	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


	

	3.4 Promoting Environmental Sustainability:      

    e) Land Ownership


	To ensure that all families have access to, and can own arable land.

	1. Legislation adopted on land tenure and use as well as giving women equal access to fertile land the same as men;

2. Percentage of women that own arable land;

3. Existing number of acres of land for agriculture;

4. Existence of vocational training for farmers on crops, storage harvest, etc.
	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


	

	4. Rights, Duties and Responsibilities


	To establish institutional mechanisms to promote the rights of the family including the most disadvantaged and vulnerable members of the family and ensure their optimum well being.
	1. Existence of legislation to  protect the  rights of the family as well as those of women, the elderly, people with disabilities (PWDs) and children 

2. Does a comprehensive gender policy and programmes against gender discrimination, early      marriage, violence and abuse exist in your country?

3. Are families aware of their rights and is civic/ human rights education included in the school curricula in your country?

4. Measures taken to implement the various regional and international instruments/policy documents, for example:

i. The Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa;

ii. The Plan of Action of the World Summit on Social Development;

iii. The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW); 

iv. Ouagadougou Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings especially Women and Children;

v. The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child;
vi. AU Plans of Action on Ageing, People with Disabilities, children and the family
	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	

	4.1 Rights of Protection   for the Family


	To develop and promote legislative frameworks for the protection of the family as a unit and individual members within the family.
	1. Existence of legislations and programmes to protect families and its members e.g against violence, abuse, trafficking, child labour  etc.

2. Measures taken to eliminate 

    harmful traditional and cultural    practices;

3. Existence of appropriate social insurance/protection system;

4. Number of annually reported cases of discrimination, violence and sexual abuse against women, children, the elderly and People living with disabilities (PWDs);

5. Existing laws to prosecute and sentence perpetrators of violence and abuse;

6. Programmes in place to combat drugs and other substance abuses among family members and youth as well as rehabilitation programmes for drug abusers
	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	

	4.2  Strengthening Family Relationships


	To develop policies and legislation for the strengthening and preservation of the family as an institution and improve the quality of family relations.

	1. Does family law exist in your country?

2. Measures taken to advocate for, educate and sensitize communities and family members on the importance, the role, the well-being, the respect and the traditional and cultural values of the family;

3. Existence of youth clubs/association to protect them from social ill and promote family values;

4. Existence of association/mechanism at Community level to support the family in times of need
	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	

	5. Control of the Major Causes of Morbidity and Mortality: 

a)   HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis


	To ensure that families and communities protect themselves against HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis and have adequate support and resources to carry the burden of care for infected family members

	1. Existing IEC programmes to raise awareness and educate the family and communities on the prevention  of HIV/AIDS, Malaria, Tuberculosis and other diseases;

2. Percentage of TB and malaria cases;

3. Percentage of HIV prevalence rates and number of people infected;

4. Percentage of budget allocated to combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Tuberculosis;

5. Existing legislation to control prices of medicines and drugs including anti-retroviral drugs;

6. Existence of legislation to reduce stigmatisation and discrimination of people living with HIV/AIDS, orphans and widows.
	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	

	5.1 Control of the Major Causes of Morbidity and Mortality: 

a) Other Diseases


	To ensure that essential drugs are available and affordable to treat and prevent diseases and develop the capacity of the health care providers at the community level.


	1. Percentage of health centres/clinics in urban and rural/remote areas;

2. Number of family health care providers per 10,000 people;

3. Programmes in place to implement MDG goals 4 (reduce child mortality) & 6 (Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases);

4. Availability and affordability of essential drugs;
5. Percentage of health personnel migrating abroad;

6. Existence of policies and programmes for training health personnel and motivating them through pay increments and improved work conditions
	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	

	6. Ensuring Peace and Security


	To promote peace and stability and minimize/eliminate the negative effects of crimes, wars and conflicts on the survival of the African family. 


	1. Existence of legislation for conflict prevention, management and resolution as well as for promoting good governance democracy and respect for human rights;

2. Existing programmes to protect the family and its vulnerable members against violence, exploitation and abuse during conflict;

3. What early warning systems exist in your country for conflict prevention? 

4. Existing centres to rehabilitate and reintegrate families and their members affected by conflict including child soldiers;
5.  Budget allocated to support the families, their members and other victims of conflict 
	Achievements

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Constraints

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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